
Collaborate with social 
service agencies and 
use the city’s inter-
nal communications 
expertise and plat-
forms to disseminate 
information on food 
available to those who 
are impoverished / 
hungry.

FOOD SECURITY 
exists when individuals and 
households have sufficient 
food to meet their needs on 
an ongoing basis. 

FOOD LITERACY 
(re)builds skills for growing, 
harvesting, storage & cooking 
of food, and creates an 
understanding of how food 
systems function.

Commit to not 
expanding municipal 
boundaries, building 
up, not out; zone & 
maintain a database 
of land suitable 
for food-related 
businesses.

Ensure that higher 
density housing, 
particularly for those 
on lower incomes, 
is well connected 
to public transit 
and enables ready 
access to venues 
with healthy food 
(including emergency 
food services).

Establish and 
implement targets 
for local food 
procurement at all 
City venues and 
events that serve 
food.

Enable permanent 
location with high 
pedestrian traffic for 
the Farmers Market, 
with indoor option for 
winter markets.

Create a Food 
Charter; support 
and participate in a 
food policy council.

Assess and remove 
barriers to food 
gardens on private 
lots (front, side and 
backyard options); 
develop and pass 
bylaws that permit 
backyard flocks, 
meat rabbits, and 
beekeeping.

Establish municipal 
and household organic 
waste composting 
and make finished 
compost available at 
low or no cost for food 
production in private 
and public gardens.

Undertake an 
assessment of 
city-owned land 
most suitable for 
public food-related 
activities; lower 
barriers to access 
and use (harvest 
festivals, community 
gardens, food-
based events).

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

MUNICIPAL ROLE IN FOOD SYSTEMS
Food systems are complex, as are the 
communities they nourish. This infographic 
promotes a coherent and strategic 
approach to food systems engagement. 
It provides examples of actions for 
integrating food systems into existing 
municipal services and activities. 

Enable &  Promote Bylaw or policy change Repurpose internal resources 
(staff, infrastructure)

New investment

FOOD ECONOMIES 
are created by the businesses 
(farms, food processors, retailers, 
restaurants, distributors) that 
participate in food supply 
chains.

ECONOMIC WELL-BEING

Additional Resources available at:
ckfoodpolicy.ca/municipal-food/

Created by the Central Kootenay 
Food Policy Council. Find out more 
at ckfoodpolicy.ca
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