2015 State of the Basin
SNA PS HOT R E PO RT

The number of households that feel they can afford necessities is up this year.
What else do we know about our region?

WATER CONSUMPTION has
dropped by 12.3% since 2009

74% of households visit a
MUSEUM OR HISTORIC SITE at
least once per year

The State of the Basin is a Columbia Basin Rural Development Institute (RDI) initiative that monitors and
reports on information relating to the well-being of the Columbia Basin-Boundary Region. The 2015
Snapshot Report provides current highlights of ongoing State of the Basin research.
For more information visit www.cbrdi.ca/state-of-the-basin.

BUILDING ACTIVITY is on the rise
with more permits issued in 2014

Average VOTER TURNOUT for the last
local government election was 41%

2015 STATE OF THE BASIN SNAPSHOT REPORT
USING RESEARCH TO IMPROVE
REGIONAL WELL-BEING
Every day, Basin-Boundary
communities make decisions
that influence our region’s
development path. Local
governments plan for future
demand for services. Non-profit
initiatives establish programs
to serve the needs of local
residents and the environment.
Entrepreneurs determine where
to locate their small business. In
order to ensure these decisions
are sound, we need research
on economic, social, cultural
and environmental conditions
and trends. The primary goal of
the State of the Basin project
is to provide access to the data
communities need to make
decisions that lead to greater
regional well-being.

DATA SOURCES

THE BASIN-BOUNDARY REGION

LEARN MORE

State of the Basin research draws
on data from a variety of sources
including federal, provincial, and
local governments, not-for-profit
initiatives, and other research
organizations. Due to data
release cycles, not all indicators
are updated every year. Check
previous State of the Basin reports
for indicators that rely on data
that are released periodically (e.g.,
census data). Some information in
the Snapshot Report was collected
by the RDI through an August
2015 poll of 400 Basin-Boundary
residents. These poll-based statistics
are marked with a P symbol.

The Basin-Boundary region
encompasses more than 8.6
million hectares of land in
southeastern British Columbia.
It includes the Regional Districts
of Kootenay Boundary, Central
Kootenay, and East Kootenay, as
well as the Village of Valemount
and a portion of the Columbia
Shuswap Regional
Valemo
ount
District. Three
Valemount
Corridor
development
regions are also
included in whole
or in part.

The digital version of this report
includes links to in-depth data
and analysis on the RDI website.
Click on the page
headings or
individual facts to
go online.
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BUSINESS CLIMATE & SECTORS
CONSUMER CONFIDENCE
is down. Only 25% of poll
respondents feel they are better
off financially as compared to
6 months ago (down from 34%
last year.) P

In 2014 as compared to 2013, the
Forestry/Fishing/ Mining/Quarrying/
Oil & Gas sector saw the biggest
JOB CREATION in the Kootenay
Development Region (DR) and the
Thompson-Okanagan DR. The
Other Services sector saw the most
growth in the Cariboo DR (30%).*

More BUILDING PERMITS were issued in our region in
2014 as compared to 2013, though levels are still lower
than 2009. Early 2015 data show strong growth compared
to 2014.

Value of Community Building Permits
(in 000s)
89 - 672
673 - 1322
1323 - 6784

Valemount

6785 - 18086

All Basin-Boundary regional

18087 - 38148

districts saw growth in

Value of Rural Building Permits
(in 000s)

BUSINESS COUNTS in 2014. The
rate of change was highest in
the Columbia-Shuswap and
the East Kootenay Regional
Districts (8%) and lowest in
the Regional District of Central
Kootenay (6%).

The biggest JOB LOSSES occurred
in the Kootenay DR (-21%), while
Public Administration (-9%) and
Transportation and Warehousing
(-11%) had the biggest job losses
in the Thompson-Okanagan DR
and Cariboo DR, respectively.*

89 - 1322
1323 - 6784
6785 - 13508
13509 - 19868
19869 - 71845
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*These estimates use Labour Force Survey of Canada data, which are subject to significant variability at the Development Region level. To compensate for this variability, employment figures have been trended with 3-year
moving averages. For more information, refer to the RDI Paper, “Understanding Labour Force Survey Variability in the Basin Boundary Region”

State of the Basin Report 2015

www.cbrdi.ca

1

WORKFORCE
Only 15% (about the
same as last year) agree
that there are sufficient
JOB OPPORTUNITIES
available in
their
community.
P

The percentage of the labour
force with POST-SECONDARY
EDUCATION has been on a
steady increase over the last
five years. Trending shows
workforce education levels
in all three DRs recently
increasing but still below
provincial and national
averages.

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT* (SEE PAGE 1)

% of Labour Force (25-54 years) with
Post Secondary Education

70.0%
68.0%

BC

66.0%
64.0%

ThompsonOkanagan

62.0%

Kootenay

60.0%
58.0%
56.0%
54.0%
52.0%
50.0%

In 2014 as compared to 2013,
the Kootenay DR saw a modest
increase in median WAGES, to
$23/hr. Both the ThompsonOkanagan DR and the Cariboo DR
saw modest decreases, to $20/hr
and $24/hr, respectively.

Cariboo
Trend
(ThompsonOkanagan)
Trend
(Kootenay)
Trend (Cariboo)

Kootenay
Development
Region

ThompsonOkanagan
Development
Region

+1.7%

(1,400 jobs gained)
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-1.4%

(9,000 jobs lost)

UNEMPLOYMENT in the
Kootenay DR took a slight
upturn in 2014 and is now at
6.9% - the second highest of
all eight DRs in BC. Both the
Thompson-Okanagan and the
Cariboo regions maintained low
unemployment rates at 6.3%
and 6.0% respectively.

The size of our WORKFORCE
(ages 25-64) is projected
to decline by 6% over the
next 20 years, while the
number of seniors in our
region (65+) is projected
to increase by 45%. If
projections materialize, by
2035 there will be only 1.6
workers for every SENIOR in
our region.

-0.1%

(400 jobs lost)

Cariboo
Development
Region
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INFRASTRUCTURE & HOUSING

As of June 2015,
145 water systems in our
region were under a formal
WATER ADVISORY, up from
123 two years ago. The
majority of notices have
been active for over 5 years.

Residents’ satisfaction with
INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
improved this year. More than
60% said that all listed services
meet their needs.

Drinking Water Services
Cell Phone Services
Public Transportation Services
Internet Services
Airport Services
None-All Needs Met
P

60
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On
average,
TRAFFIC
VOLUMES
remained
constant
in 2014 as
compared to
2013. At individual
stations, Golden saw
the biggest increase
(5.3%) while Yahk saw
the biggest decrease
(-6.9%).

2014 2015
5%
4%
18%
3%
24%
15%
25%
9%
34%
19%
36%

Assessed PROPERTY VALUES
remained relatively stable in
2015, with the average value
of a single family
residential home
being $260,100,
- $900
$900 less than last
year.

89% of poll respondents have
been able to find a suitable house
that they can afford. That’s about
the same as last year (90%). P

Half of survey
respondents
said they make a
conscious effort to
DRIVE LESS, while only
one quarter said they
do not. P

62%

40 20
0
20 40 60
% of respondents with needs not met

80
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EDUCATION & LEARNING
Only 24% of survey respondents
agree that our educational system
is adequately preparing our next
generation workforce. P

Like most school districts across
the province, STUDENT ENROLLMENT
continues to decline in all 7 of our
districts.
Four school districts in our
region have above average
HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION rates.
Across all districts, completion
rates for females are generally
higher than for males.

School District

CLASS SIZES in our region
(Kindergarten to Grade 12) are
smaller than the provincial average.

Average % Completion for
2006 - 2014

62% of poll respondents said
that the SOCIAL SERVICES in
their community are adequately
meeting their needs. Only 4% said
that Elementary and Secondary
Education are not. P

Change from last
School Year

Southeast Kootenay (SD 5)

78.7

Continuing Education

3%

Kootenay Lake (SD 8)

76.7

Post-Secondary Education

3%

Elementary Education

4%

Kootenay-Columbia (SD 20)

81.2

Secondary Education

4%

Rocky Mountain (SD 6)

80.1

Child Care

6%

Housing Services

6%

Revelstoke (SD 19)

87.6

Arrow Lakes (SD 10)

87.2

Boundary (SD 51)

86.2

BC

81.1

12%

Employment Services

24%

Health Care

62%

None- All Needs Met
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DEMOGRAPHICS, HEALTH & WELLNESS
The total estimated BASIN-BOUNDARY POPULATION has remained
relatively stable since 2011, but our youth component (0-19 years) shrank
while our senior component (65+) expanded. The Nelson Local Health Area
saw the biggest population increase (2.5%), while the Kettle Valley saw the
biggest decrease (-6.3%).

INCOMES are becoming more

equally distributed in Canada,
BC and all Basin-Boundary
communities (except Elkford).
Income inequality is highest in
Elkford, Sparwood and Rossland,
and lowest in Silverton, Slocan
and RDKB Area D.

33% of poll respondents agree
that there are a lot of people living
in POVERTY in their community.
25% disagree. P

Valemount

There are at least
150 SOCIAL
SERVICE
ORGANIZATIONS
in our region,
providing services
from literacy to
counseling to
housing and food
security.

Count by Sub-Corridor
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Elkford

Creston

Sparwood
Fernie

Most po
ll respon
say they
dents
have at l
east 5 h
ours of
SCREEN
TIME pe
r week
(outside
of work)
. P
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CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & SAFETY
Average VOTER TURNOUT
in the 2014 local government
election was 41%. The highest
voter turnout of the last three
local elections was Silverton at
81% in 2008.

Half of poll
respondents donated
over $100 to CHARITIES
and non-profits last
year. P
85% of poll respondents said they
PLAN TO VOTE in the 2015 federal
election.

Similar to 2014, 41% of poll
respondents said they didn’t

2%
13%
12%

$101 - $300
9%
10%
15%
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Not sure

$301 - $500

1%

23%

2%

$501 or more

VOLUNTEER last year.

41%

No Answer

41%

0 hours

23%

1 - 4 hours/month

15%

5 - 10 hours/month

10%

10 - 20 hours/month

9%

More than 20 hours/month

1%

No answer

%26

$1 - $100

%21

$0

%24

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

81% of poll respondents said they
see themselves living in the region
in 5 years. P

www.cbrdi.ca
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ARTS & HERITAGE
There are at least 64
HISTORIC PLACES that have
been formally recognized
in our region and are on the
Canadian Register of Historic
Places.

nd
52% of pnoallttreenspd o
in our regio
LS
A
V
I
T
S
E
F
C
I
S
MU e per year.
ents

at least onc

74% of poll
respondents visit
a MUSEUM and/or
historic site at least
once per year. P

P

48% never attend

.

6%

63% of
POLL RESPONDENTS
attend live
performances in a
theatre at least once
per year. P
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Once per year

9%

41%

2 - 4 times per year

27%

Never

26%

5 or more times per year

6%

10%
41%

41%
26%

15%
27%

23%
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CULTURE & RECREATION
67% of poll respondents
agree that there are sufficient
SPORTS AND RECREATION
OPPORTUNITIES for young
people in their community. P

73% of poll respondents said that the CULTURAL AND
RECREATIONAL SERVICES in their community are adequately
meeting their needs. P
Art Exhibition Space

4%

Digital Media Presentation Space

5%

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure

6%

Live Performance or Event Space

7%

P

Spaces for Outdoor Sports

8%

Workshop or Community Meeting Space

8%
13%

Spaces for Indoor Sports

73%

None - All Needs Met
0%

77% of poll
respondents said they
do not belong to a
RELIGIOUS OR SPIRITUAL
ORGANIZATION, while
22% do. P
State of the Basin Report 2015

80% of poll
respondents agree
that living in the
mountains influences
our REGIONAL IDENTITY.

20%
40%
60%
80%
% of respondents with needs not met

Average SPENDING ON PARKS,
RECREATION, AND CULTURE
by municipalities in our
region was 13.1% of total
expenditures in 2013. Elkford
and Kimberley were among
the communities spending
the highest percentage, at
over 25%.
www.cbrdi.ca
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WATER, AIR & CLIMATE
Only 8% of poll
respondents disagree
with the suggestion
that we are now seeing
the impacts of CLIMATE
CHANGE in our region.
78% agree. P

Almost 3/4 of poll
respondents (72%) agree
that they often CONSIDER
THE ENVIRONMENT when
making purchasing, voting or

The amount of WATER CONSUMED
in Water Smart communities has
dropped by an average of 12.3%
over the past 5 years. With the
repair of a major water leak, Kaslo
is now reporting the biggest
water savings at 37%!

behavioural decisions. That’s
about the same as last year
(76%).

P

6%

3%

In 2014, AIR QUALITY
monitoring stations
generally reported higher
particulate matter readings
in the summer, and lower
readings in the winter as
compared to 2013.

Strongly Agree
Agree

18%

40%

Neutral/Not Sure
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

32%
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LAND, FOOD & BIODIVERSITY
Over half of residents
(55%) say they visit a
FARMER’S MARKET at
least 5 times a year.
12% say they never
go. P

In our region, over 13,800 hectares burned
during the 2015 WILDFIRE SEASON. That’s
roughly double the area that burned last
year, but still less than 2007 (14,300 ha) and
2003 (71,200 ha).

Though LOCAL FOOD continues to
be a priority for residents, only
about a quarter (26%) of poll
respondents say that most of
the meat they eat is produced
locally. The most commonlylisted barriers were that it’s not
available at the grocery store
(37%) and that respondents
don’t know where to buy it
(26%). P

91 BEARS were destroyed
by Conservation Officers in
2014, up from 62 the year
before. Garbage continues
to be the attractant
associated with the most
incidents.
State of the Basin Report 2015

Granby/Lynch Creek
Found Aug 13, 2015
1685 ha
West of Rock Creek
Found Aug 13, 2015
4417 ha

Granby/Lynch Creek
Sitkum
Creek
Found Aug 13, 2015
1685 ha
Found Jul 4, 2015
West of Rock Creek
773Augha
Found
13, 2015
4417 ha

Sitkum Creek
Found Jul 4, 2015
773 ha
Cherry Lake
Found Aug 15, 2015
1225 ha
Deer Creek Main
Found Aug 14, 2015
1240 ha

Cherry Lake
Found Aug 15, 2015
1225 ha

Deer Creek Main
Found Aug 14, 2015
1240 ha

www.cbrdi.ca
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LEARN MORE
REGIONAL DATA PORTAL
Based on feedback from the people and organizations we work with,
we’re reorganizing our online data portal to make it easier for BasinBoundary decision-makers to find the information they need. The
new, user-friendly interface will bring together the RDI’s multiple data
sharing tools (including the Digital Basin and the Resource Repository)
and allow RDI researchers to publish new types of in-demand
information, including the datasets we use to generate State of the
Basin findings. The portal is currently undergoing development and
testing. For now, the Digital Basin mapping interface remains your first
stop for State of the Basin data. Tutorials are available to help you find
the information you need.

OTHER RESEARCH INITIATIVES
State of the Basin indicators
provide an overview of our
region’s well-being and point
to issues that may be cause for
celebration or concern. Beyond
State of the Basin, each year the
RDI undertakes several research
initiatives related to topics our
advisors identify as regional
priorities, in part drawing on
findings from State of the Basin
reports. These projects generate
new knowledge that can help
us form a deeper understanding
of certain issues affecting our
well-being. The statistics to the
right provide a sample of this
year’s research results. Click the
statistics to be redirected to the
project’s webpage where you can
further explore the research.

90% of surveyed NON-PROFITS
have collaborated with other
organizations.

85% of BUSINESSES rate their risk
of closing or downsizing as low.
OPEN

87% of households in our region
are within a 1 hour drive of
EMERGENCY ROOM services.

300,000 acres of land in our
region could be used for
FARMING, but currently are not.

The Columbia Basin Rural Development Institute, at Selkirk College, is a regional
research centre with a mandate to support informed decision-making by Columbia
Basin-Boundary communities through the provision of information, applied research
and related outreach and extension support.
State of the Basin findings have been developed by a team of qualified researchers. A variety of data sets were used to develop indicator findings and as such community groupings
may vary from indicator to indicator. In some cases community-specific data is not available. State of the Basin research should not be considered to be a complete analysis and we
make no warranty as to the quality, accuracy or completeness of the data. The Columbia Basin Rural Development Institute, Selkirk College and Columbia Basin Trust will not be liable
for any direct or indirect loss resulting from the use of or reliance on this data.

Subscribe

to the RDI e-newsletter
at www.cbrdi.ca

Get Involved

Visit www.cbrdi.ca to provide feedback,
share data or request research support.

